THE QARA  MOUNTAINS

But of this my informants had no knowledge; for them
the world is divided into believers and unbelievers, though
of the text of the Qur'an they know nothing. Scarcely a man
in these mountains can read and write except a few itinerant
Saiyids. Writing indeed has a magical significance as the
Mahri episode, and many like it showed, and whenever
applicants for my medicines were about, they were eager
that I should look into my book (it was a star-chart) to see
the cause of their affliction,

'I have heard men say that the Qara sprang from Him-
yar/ I continued.

'Do you mean Hamyar or Himyar?' said the learned
Saiyid, 'for there are two.'

'Allahu *Alim> returned the Qarawi. 'I am not the
son of yesterday -1 was not living then, how should I
know.*

It had seemed to me that 'Mahra' and 'Himyar* are not
improbably anagrammatic forms of the same word, though
here again the word Mahra is used only by the Arabs, but
they are called in the language of the mountains Inharo
(with a nasal n). As between Mahra and Qara there are
both physical and linguistic differences, and neither will
agree that they had a common origin.

It was their turn.  'And you InglaizP they said.

'Not less honourable than you/ I claimed*

'Then you are qubailif

This was a poser, for it is difficult within the limits of
strict veracity to make plausible an English tribal system
in which people do not carry rifles, nor defend their honour
with their own right hand; where women arc unveiled and
men's equals. But I dare not lose caste in the eyes of my
companions.
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